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troops, giving as far as possible the notice required. The instructions state reasons for forbidding the British troops from co-operating in an attack on Zeeland, and give a great many good reasons why an attack on Norway should not be attempted. These I am directed to lay before the Swedish Government, but should, notwithstanding, the King of Sweden determine to prosecute an attack on Norway, I am directed to co-operate with the British troops by making a descent on Christiansand, or in such other manner as H. S. Majesty shall direct. The instructions are upon the whole sufficiently inexplicit and contradictory, and Lord Castlereagh does not otherwise answer the letters I had written to him than by acknowledging their receipt, I determined on coming myself to Stockholm, and have written to England that I should do so.
I set out with Colonel Murray the day after his arrival (the 12th June), and by travelling night and day we reached Stockholm on the afternoon of the I4th. I omitted to mention that Lord Castlereagh said that it was with much surprise and dissatisfaction that the King had heard that there had been any hesitation on the part of the Swedish Government to permit the troops to land, and that Mr. Thornton was instructed to communicate to the Swedish Government that if the most unreserved facilities in this respect were not afforded I had orders to return with the troops to England. On my arrival I waited upon Mr. Thornton, the English Minister; from him I heard that he had received no communication from Government, only a copy of my instructions. It was agreed that he should announce my arrival to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, which he did next day, and Thursday, 16th, was fixed for my being introduced to the King. After a short conversation upon common matters his Majesty bowed, and Mr. Thornton and I retired; but I was instantly called in again by myself, when I had a private audience, which lasted upwards of an hour. I said to his Majesty that upon Colonel Murray's return from England I had judged it most respectful to come in person to Stockholm and present myself toalone is not
